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TRREOPHILVS to GAlus: 


An EPIS TL E, Se. 


| Worthy Sie, 4 


OU are m i anger to the method in 
2 0b . e prayer is performed a- 
/t proteſiant-diſemters, That im- 
portant Fe of the reformed religion bas long 
and happily felt your friendly countenance,—A 
queſtion has of late been agitated, © whether. 
Jre and 7 bed, or fiated and preſcribed 
forms of prayer, are moſt conducrve to the 

an es 77 devotion F" 
pamphlet, you know, has likewiſe made 
its appearance, called, a 7 of a 
Liturgy, Cc. The introductory 4 

e 


has cen thaught by ſome perſons 
nence in the Eſtabliſhed Church, to deſerve 
confideration, With ſome aſfduous care J 


bave examined the Epiſtle, and inſcribe my 
thoughts to you, whoſe generous treatment has 
A 2 given 


— . = * * 
— — * 4 


teh 
given eriſtence to a train of grateful res. 
fleftions. b 
An arduous. wiſh. of the. long continuance. 
of your health and life, aiding the prof peril, 
and enlivening the joy of a numerous 14 n 
vide acquaintance, __ wit the Jaerth 


byurs, 
8 of , 
. 5 Tx xorhirus, 


f 


THE Author of he Specimen, &c. ob- 
jects to the manner in which prayer is per- 
formed in our public aſſemblies. He 1s of 
opinion, it has a tendency, in general, to 

deſtroy the very nature of prayer itſelf; 
Fo — as a direct, ſolemn addreſs to, 
and immediate intercourſe. with the al- 
mighty. that by leaving this part of the 
public worſhip, entirely to the care and 
performance of the miniſter, it is to be 
feared our people are too apt to look upon 
it as his þuſineſs, and not eonſider it, at 
leaſt, not ſo much as they ought, as a duty 
in Which they themſelves are equally Cons” 
cerned. Nothing is more common, when 
our people are making their obſervations 
upon their miniſters, than to hear them 
75 T have heard * 4 one, and be mo : 
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Put 


K 75 


prayed admirably well; but were you to alk, 
theſe; very perſons. how. they. themſelves. 


rayed at the ſame time, they would pro- 
bably. be ſurprized at ee or, at 
leaſt, giye but a very indi 


* 


the matter,” 


an unavoidable inconvenience, that w 


ways take place where ſocial prayer is not 


conducted by ſome. public preſcribed form. 
One reaſon I would offer, 1s, I know it ö, 
experience to be otherwiſe. My own. 


mind, I am well aſſured, has been fixed 


upon the grand object of worſhip; and the 


ſentiments of reverence, humility, and ado- 


ration, proper to acts of communion with 
God, have been preſerved, at the time 
when the attention hung upon the lips of 
the ſpeaker, And I ſhould. imagine, the 


thing is not a whit more difficult, than in 
the uſe of a.preſcribed form. 


« 


£ 


In our aſſemblies, the Hpirit of devotion 
never uſed to be called in queſtion: but has 


been thought to be both as real and as 


elevated too, as in any of the churches 


where forms are in uſe. What may have 
raiſed the jealouſy ? have our removed Eli- 


-Jab's taken their mantles along with them? 


or is the preſent taſte ſo exceedingly nice and 
„ . delicate, 


erent account of 


I cannot, with this Gentleman, 8 | 
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delicate, that nothing g will pleaſe, ſhort of s 4 
critical exactneſs; or what has a erfectly N 
methodical arran gement: ? without t is, can 
not a man pray? | 
I ſhould be tempted to invert the queſ- | 
tion, by aſking, whether impoſed, | 
{ſcribed forms, have not been a maniete 


Hindrance to a farther reformation ?—whe- 


ther free prayer has not been very juſtly 
eſteemed a farther improvement of the re- 
formation from popery ?—and whether if 

forms ſhould once again become univerſal, 


we might not return to that worſe than 1 


pagan fuperſticion ? 5 
But we are told, the people with us pray 3 


not !—Surely they muſt be little in earneſt, 


and only half- taught in the ſervices of reli- 


gion, who do not conſider themſelves as 
worſhippers, either in the family, or in tie 
church, when prayer is made, though with- 
out any preſcribed form. A ſtrange pre- 
ſumption it is, that ein create the con- 


jecture 


It wilt be allowed, « that where the 
miniſter conducts his prayer as a trial of 


ſkill, or as a teſt of orthodoxy,” the caſe 


is truly ſhocking! no wonder, if, in ſuch 


* caſes; there ſhould be much heſitation ; 8 
lots of thought; harſh expreſſion; extra- 


vagant confeffions; and many improprieties 


_ | 


17 * 


os Qua may diſturb the devotion.” But does 


nat this Eke know, that among pro- 
teſtant-diſſenters, prayer, that is public, is 
uſually conducted upon the more — 


received notions of the diſtinct ſocieties? 
And is this otherwiſe in any church in the 
world, where the forms of prayer are ſtated 


and preſcribed? what is more evident in 
the Liturgy of the Church of England ? 
e. g. does not the doctrine of the TRINITY 


run through a great deal of that ſervice? 
and can any teſt of orthodoxy riſe higher 
than this, in the vulgar opinion? and yet, 
who is he that is able to ſay, bow the mind 


can . fixed on the grand object of wor- 


ſhip ? or, bow there can be that total bent 


and direction of the ſoul towards God, 
which is ſo very deſirable; nay, ſo neceſ- 


ſary in all acts of real communion with 


him? To go over ſuch ſervices with an) 

underſtanding, will certainly make it a wor 

much more of the head than of the heart. 
Or rather, the mind is too much fettered 
and tied down to things of which it can 
have no conceptions ; things that are ab- 
ſurd, irreconcileable to reaſon and common 
ſenſe; things far below the dignity, of A 


rational homage. 


But ſhould we grant this Writer the ut- 


„even more than his 


moſt he could a 
| modeſty 
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73 YU SI 
modeſty would allow him to 
| that 105 SPEC1MEN ſhould 83 'the 
very plan of a public Liturgy,—how would 
the be able to give us any ſecurity againſt 
the evils of which he eotaphiins 2? ? His 7e. 
ſponſes, his changings, and choppings- be- 
tween Miniſter and People, would inelitre 
the latter to ſuppoſe themſelves quite 'un- 
concerned in thoſe parts which are ap- 
pointed for the former. And indeed they 
are often ſo very diſtin, as to make the 
one ſeem more properly the prayer of the 
miniſter ; and the other more properly the 
prayer of the people; as perhaps may be 
more evident by and by. ö 
There is reaſon of doubt, whether the 
beſt forms that could poſſibly be deviſed by 
the beſt men in the world, would be able 
to. procure one ſingle advantage, not at- 
tainable by free and unpreſcribed prayer, 
when conducted by a man of true piety, 
and well acquainted with the ſcheme f 
religion; 4s every chriſtian miniſter ought to 


be. There is a fellowſhip, there is a ſame- of 


neſs of ſpirit among good chriſtians. - The 
ſentiments of devotion harmonize. All the 
great lines of piety are familiar with true 
worſhippers. And here we may not ſup- 
poſe, either imagery or language that will 


diſcompoſe the devotion of a mind that has 
its 


4 9) 

its direction towards God : all the little in- 

accuracies and inconnections it will cafily 
drop, or paſs over unnoticed in the true 

fervors of devotion; ?- 

A man who is not ca able of nails 
ting the public prayer with decency, who 
is unſkilled in the methods of addreſfs,. or 
in the ſpirit of prayer, is, in fact, unqualified 
for the ſervice amongſt proteſtant-diſſenters. 
And whatever may, be his erudition, he 
ſhould not be admitted to the paſtoral care 
of any church ; the ability is indiſpenſible. 

'In canvaſſing the argument, this is, with 
me, a poſtulatum, viz. the miniſterial abi- 
lity for prayer, will be the reſult of his own 
acquaintance with the vitals of religion, in 
which he is daily growing and increaſing. 
| —— However, the objector to free prayer, 
obſerves, © that a man may be ſo anxiouſ- 
ly careful about thoughts and language, as 
to cramp and fetter his own mind.” When- 
ever this is the caſe, he confeſſedly de- 
ſcends 700 low for the ſpirit of prayer. And 
in ſuch a miſtaken fſolicitude, © he may 
have untimely conceptions half formed, un- 
ſuitable phraſes, half uttered flips, alſo im- 
8 of ſentiment and expreſſion.— 

his will be granted. But if he keeps u 
to the ſpirit of prayer, all thoſe things will 
then be avoided, _ would have raiſed 

in 


| Cw] _ 
in him a conſcious bluſh ;_ or have filled 
him with inward confuſion.” Theſe diſ- 
campoſures are ufually occaſioned by turn- 
ing the eye off from God, and fixingrit 
on man; by making the people, and not 
one's maker the object of "ddreſs. 1 08 
- - Young minifters, ſometimes, thro a faulty 
reverence of man, have been entangled in 
theſe inconveniencies, and have complain- 
ed of this ill-timed reſpect, diſturbing their 
devotions: but they would do well to make 
themſelves better acquainted with the na- 
ture of worſhip; and fill their minds with 
a more fixed reverence of God, before they 
preſume to lead the homagee. 
As to the different condition in which the 
animal ſpirits are found, at different times; 
this will unavoidably he the caſe, whether 
the man prays with or without a form. 
If with a form, he is altogether as likely to 
read over the prayer without life, and of 
rendering it a dead, inanimated thing, as if 
he prayed without a form. It is rather to 
be expected, the ſervice, when conducted 
with freedom, will have an aptitude in it 
to make him forget his bodily complaints ; 
for they are not ſuppoſed to be ſuch as 
render him incapable of the ſervice. But 
if he can read a form with the ſpirit of de- 
votion, he ſurely may pray with ſuch _ 
2 R — | I 


En 

If any ſudden emergeney, has, in ſuch ſort, 
diſabled him to pray without a preſeribed 
form; under ſuch eie diſabili ity, SOME 
would plead for the liberty of having one 

ready, that the bar 4 may not ſuffer 
in its homag And I know of none that 
would condemn the precaution. 

Any man, with care, may digeſt a me- 
thod of prayer, that ſhall render him ca- 
pable of conducting the ſervice upon any 
occaſion with decency. And ſome method 
ſhould always be found in free prayer. 
What more reaſonable than to expect a 
miniſter, who is uſed to methodize his 
thoughts upon divine ſubjects, ſhould be 
able to offer up his addreſſes with order 
and propriety? Yet, in the matter of 
worldly cares, clonding and diſcompoſin f 
the mind, it may be preſumed, theſe wi 
not have admiſſion in the breaſt of a pious 
man; and eſpecially, on the days, and at 
the places of our public worſhip. I own, I 
do not know what to think of the miniſter, 
who, without a freedom from ſuch anxie- 
ties, dares, either to read a form, or at- 
| tempt a more free addreſs to his maker. 
Keep thy foot when thou goeſt to the houſe of 
Gog,—be not r a with thy mouth ; and let 
not thine heart haſty to 1 any thing be- 
fore God, —have — very antient _— 

2 © 


E 
of public worſhip. Diſtracting, worldly 
carefulneſs, is a real diſqualification for 
prayer; which equally affects the man who 
prays, either with or without a form, 
And as bodily diſtemper alike excuſes from 
the public ſervice : | theſe luſtings and fe- 
vicith deliriums of the mind apologize for 
neither; but equally condemn both. = 
One conceſſion, I feel myſelf inclined to 
make this Gentleman, if he will accept « 
it, which is, a miniſter is more capable of 
indulging to the wildneſſes of fancy, to the 
rovings of worldlineſs in reading his form, 
than he who addreſſes his maker by free 
and conceived_ prayer. And might . one 
gueſs by the air, the mien, the deportment 
of ſome who read the eſtabliſhed forms, we 
ſhould be tempted to conclude, not any 
thing can be more remote from them than 
is the ſpirit of prayer, They do not ſeem 
at all engaged in the ſervice : they have no- 
Fang ſo little as the air of devotion. In 
the ſcale of impartial judgment, will not 
this be more than a counterpoiſe for ſome 
Apt. ſome improprieties of expreſſion, &c, 
which may be innocently, or inadvertently 
thrown out jn a free and unpreſcribed li- 
turgy ? It well deſerves to be deliberately 
conſidered, whether ſtated, preſcribed forms 
do not leave the mind more looſe and diſ- 
engaged, 


CHF 
engaged, than the unpreſcribed, mental 
ne nvo bo 2g ot wv 
The true nature of prayer, my worthy 
Garvs, does not appear to be ſo well con- 
ceived of by the advocate of ſtated forms. 
Yet, all agree, it is the heart which God 
regards. It is the ſpirit of devotion that 
he approves and accepts. And none have 
ever been able to ſhew, that the new teſta- 
ment writings any where recommend a 
ſtated, preſcribed Liturgy. Neither the 
bleſſed Jeſus, nor any of his apoſtles ever 
once intimate any ſuch thing. Their prac- 
tice is openly on the ſide of free prayer. 
The riſing occurrence, the diverſified con- 
dition and circumſtance always dictated the 
varied plan. And a vaſt number of St. 
Paul's prayers, confirm one in the opinion. 
that he never ſo much as once dreamed of 
giving chriſtians a ſtated Liturgy, or the 
model of an impoſed one for the uſe of the 
churches. | Wo” 55 
It is not the language or form of expreſ- 
ſion, but the ſpirit, the ſenſe, the ſenti- 
ment, that conſtitutes the prayer. And 
ſuch language may ever be expected, as 
will moſt juli clothe and convey the ſpi- 


rit or ſentiment. A man will as naturally 
expreſs his mind to God, and as intelligi- 
bly too, as he does to his ee. 
1 5 n 


And in ſuch a preſence, when the ſinceri- 
is ſo pure and unadulterated, where the 
frankneſs and openneſs is without all diſ- 
guiſe, as there is leſs art, ſo leſs labour is 
* to forming of the language: in 
other words, the expreſſion will be with 
more eaſe and decency. A leſs eligible 
image, a leſs elegant expreſſion will not 
3 mind in its fervors of devotion. 
f EPETITIONS' are likewiſe, very com- 
monly thrown at us, in bar to free prayer. 
But with ſo little grace, by the defenders of 
an eſtabliſhed, impoſed Liturgy, that i: 
will not need any more than the bare men- 
tion, in our own apology. ' 
The moſt ſpecious plea for forms, is, 
the readineſs oft the materials, or furniture. 
Andyet, there is anabundance of theſe ready 
for the miniſter, in the word of Ged. From 
thence he may learn, how to expreſs the 
publick thankſgivings and praifes due to 
the ſource of all conſolation and joy—how 
to expreſs the truſt, confidence, and hope 
of the chriſtian, upon the power, wiſdom, 
\. goodneſs, truth and faithfulneſs of God; 
and exhibit the various exerciſes 'of piety. 
He will alſo carefully inform himſelf in the 
doubts, difficulties, Gears, burdens; ſorrows, 
_ diſtreſſes and conflicts of human nature; 
together with their origin and ſource. - — | 
| wi 
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. 1 
will be acquainted with the wants, weak- 
neſſes, oppoſitions and diſcouragements 
- which await the condition of man; toge= 
ther with the methods in which the divine 
aids and ſuccours are wont to operate. 
A knowl of human nature, an ac- 
quaintance with the ſtate of mankind, muſt 
be owned 'to be a very eſſential qualification 
for a chriſtian miniſter. And where this is 
in ſome good degree cultiyated, the public 
leadings of ſuch PasToRs will greatly con- 
duce to: the rational vigors and enlivenings 
of devotion. But of no manner of advan- 
tage are ſuch talents to this end, in a mi- 
| niſter who is confined to a ſtated, impoſed 
Liturgy. His own experience, his ad- 
vances in piety and goodneſs cannot, at all, 
benefit the devotion of his people, in read- 
ing his prayer. 4 5 
This is, with me, GAlus, an argument 
of ſo much ſignificance, that I deſpair of ever 
ſeeing any attempts to invalidate its force 
attended either with evidence, or ſucceſs, 
among the ee an and ſerious. Do but 
admit prayer to be an important branch of 
public worſhip ; or, in the language of an 
advocate for forms, the moſt important; 
very little account needs be made of the 
miniſter's qualification. However illiberal 
his education, if he can but read diſtinctly 
| his 
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his native language, he is qualified for 
the 40. 4 but 12 the far- 
ther {mall indulgence of taking down T/- 
botfon, Clarke, or any other Divine from his 
ſhelf, he is as well furniſhed for the pulpre. 

— What occaſion for ſuch mighty noiſe, 
in the article of: univerſity education? Any 
unlettered mechanic is as capable of the 
office, as he. In a word, preſcribed forms 
of prayer and preaching, render, what is 
called, the clerical order, uſeleſs : and the 
proviſions for the ſupport of that order, 
defenceleſs: becauſe the public ſervice 
might as well be done by rotation, in any. 
religious aſſembly ——Whereas, in truth, 

the chriſtian miniſter is expected to be 4 
man who is cordially and diligently devoted 
to ſtudy, meditation, and prayer: conti- 
nually given up to theſe Fad employ- 

ments. And ſhall he not be able either to 
pray or to preach, but by forms? Me- 
thinks, his inability ſhould not be found 
in either branch of his ſervice. How will 
he be an example to the believers, in ſpirit 
and purity, if he is not able to expreſs his 
devotion in his own language and ſenti- 
ment? - „55 . 
There is another argument in favour of 
free 'and unpreſcribed prayer, taken from 


the very make of man. He is a creature, 
in 


5 4 
in whom dbrkos l is one 87 the pea 


| eſt and moſt laſtin appetites f 5 2 5 | 
and adniiration is he of the mo 7 55 


ing of all Bis paſſions :- ſo that. ale 
ſeems neceſſary to his entertainment. And 
truly; the beautiful is conſtituted of varie- 
ty with harmony. Nature "ſeems to have 
treated man, in her accommodations of 
him, as à creature of this caſt; the has 
bountifully conſulted His pleaftire in the 
vaſt variety of her productions. It therefore 
appears quite unnatural to tie him down to 
rigidly unvaried forms of addreſs, in his de- 
votions. The conception and expreſſion 
ſhould ſurely be left free. Where it is not, 
the beaten Teck of forms, will de ſoon a t 
dd pall upon the nnd: as the man's necł- 
ver ſe is ſaid to have done, tho his life was 
concerned. A perpetual repetition of the 
fame {ett of phraſe and ſentiment will ſoon 
grow vapid, and loſe all its fpirit. The 
mental taſte will be much more diſguſted, 
than with little diſcordancies, or- with ſome 
harſhneſſes ! i the variety of an unconifined \ 
liturgy. © There A be a ſupetior 
delight, hin the words drop with more 
ſweetneſs than the honey 97 when the 
variety und turn of Walde when the pro nr 
prey of expreſſion and copiouſneſs of 
C guage, 


; \ 
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20 enlivened with all the ſpirit and 


Wo can do leſs than pray under ſuch a 
leading ?—The human * moos 
ſacred fire! The Fore of. numbers, by 
an appulſe that is ſpiritual, refreſheth the 
nervous, ſyſtem, as it inſtantly, ſpreads 
roughout the ſoul the pleaſing harmo- 
ny. For whilſt we admire) and are de- 
'_  * lighted with the divine contemplation, the 
canal of intercourſe with the parent mind, 
Ve, together become one _/prrit; If it is 
not ſo, the defect ſhould not be attributed, 
to the free and unpreſcribed liturgy; but, 
| it muſt be owing to our ſelves, if the ſer - 
vice be dull, in pid, and unentertaining, 
Our own inattention, noon, or va- 
nity ſhould receive the charge, We all 
are apt to excuſe ourſelves. in the diſguſt, 
if there be any approaches to the formali- 
y of addreſs, in the ſermons we hear ; If, 
Miniſter continues in any beaten path, 
and removes not from a round of ſenti- 
ment and expreſſion, Homilies would not 
have energy enough to keep the attention 
wakeful and earneſt, _ © 
But it is ſaid, the ſolemnity of prayer 
far exceeds that of preaching, ——In what? 
—in the object of addreſs : True; the 
2 1 object 


060 5 Y | 
object, Gb itihitely exceeds the object, 
7 But ar h wt into the moral eng: 
both praying 8 an d preaching ; and i it will 

5 found nothing leſs than the im Yr: 
ment of man's 1 5 and virtue. Preach 1 
is intended to inform the [gens od 
engage the heart of an audience, in the 
buſineſs of religion: and by the N 
of Its influence, a 9 of prayer 1s culti- 
vated. And, reciprocal > ſpirit of de» 
votion will diſp poſe = he pu lic - tention to 
an inveſtiga ton of and its evidence. 
Preachi, ru the nature and uſe of 
moral 9bllgat N 3 and exhibits arguments 
to conyince and perſuade of its im 1; 
Praying, is the expreſſion of that convice 
tion an 1 5 in humble confeſſion 
in earneſt ſupplications, and in thankful 
acknowled toy ſolemnly directed to the 
creator, In the one ſervice, wm religiauſe 
ly examine, try, and judge of an argu» 
ment, or chain of reaſoning. In the other, . 
we ſpeak our ſenſe and fa Ane and 7 
avow our fincere and attachments, . 
In the one, we experience "he benefit. of 
his labors F love, who would recommend 
to us the various obligations of reaſonable 
nature. Ih the other, We devoutiy own 
the feos of thoſe A Such od 
2 e 


We a9 1 9 
the connections between public, prayer and 
1 preaching. 33 
. But it ſeems, our language and Git, 
ments Werd b be more correct. and me- 
thodical "in an "addreſs. to Deity, than in 
one to ou fellow-ereatures.—— n what 
fdundatlon does the Opinion ſupp ort? 
it becauſe the oh ect, Go p, w i 7 
candid and indul ty than the 90 2 man 
Or is it becauſe the former vill udge with 
leſs impartiality on 2 intention of 10 ad- 
dreſs Here lies the unhappineſs ; 
wy will not refer the prayer -made ta. 
„ ſo much to the judgment of his eye, 
G 155 will erltlelſg upon it by Kine OWn., 
And" inſtead of being 17 65 * 15 
the homage, they Jn 'be delieuh 
oyed' about the” grammar, the 16 
the figure, the linguage, 971915 bi per ne- 
ge Fe the 1 and ſpirit of prayer. 
his, of itſelf, Will be mbre than cnough, 
in rendering vain and. uſeleſs any 2870 
whether in preſcribed % an unp reſcribed. 
liturgy "The attention i taken up up with 
the Lins 5 and not 4 * the life of the 
plece. Whereas an heart accuſtomed to 
my s with its maker, when engaged 
lic acts of devotion, hall without 
e correct or paſs over an in- 
10 accuracy, 


( 2k ) 

accuracy, a harſhneſs, diſcordancy, or ſome. 
little want of connection. W 4 
tons we have with our 


In the conver/a 


: fr iends, the gener ous, mind is to cover,, 
to palliate, or to connive at a /ap/ics of the 


tongue, or at a cloudineſs, and imperfec - 
tion in the ſentiment. And with as much 
eaſe is this done in the article of a religious 


has often aſtoniſhed me; namely, © the 
difficulty, ſome would , fancy there is, in 
praying without a form; becauſe we. know. - 
not, in what method the miniſter will oon- 
duct the pra er.” hut is there any more 
difficulty in the aſſent, than there is ina piece 
4 converſation, in the varied! fleQions of 
thought; occaſioned by an inveſtigation of the 
— we argue wn — There are no parts 
of prayer, which are with any Judgment 
_ expreſſed, and by a perſon acquainted with 
deyotion, but the mind, can readily enter 
Into its meaning. and ſpirit.— The periods, 
are, uſually, ſo far from being long and 
tediqus z that they are ſhort, and rather 
ſententious. Some one ſentiment is con- 

ſpicuous and conveyed with perſpicuity : - 
whether it be of admiration, of humiliation, 

of Roald of confidence, or of hope. 
I thould be inclined to think the objqFor a 
BEE BS per- 


* 


addreſs, Here 1 would notice, What 


have und f. t excee 


(En) 
erfeft ſtranger, du to pray without 4 
orm, L 12 occaſioned the difficulty; 
And in return, ſhould tell him, “I have 
tried to pray with Bong forme, but 
12 difficult to enter 
thereby into the ſpirit of devotion, and pre- 
ſerve e in the all of them,” _ 
Another thing may be ſaid in eur of 
five and unpreſcribed prayer; and that is, 
ſuch addrety needs not attended with 
the inconvenience which uſually may be 
| attributed to the undue length Sine . 
they ordinarily take up too much of the 
time allotted for public worſhip. They 
are tedious. “ So is the ritual of the 
Greek Church: fo is the 
theſe - exclude ſermons, and inſtructive 
moral diſcourſes, and thereby produce and 
cheriſh much ignorance an debauchery ry. 
The length of the public, eſtabliſhed a ors ? 
bas a tendency to propagate a contem | 
reaching; whilſt! the ſermons are t 
into thoſe ſmall portions of time, which 
are only fit to give the people a breath- 


in 
The charater of a chriſtian miniſter, is, 

after all, of vaſt moment, either in pro- 

moting or in damping the ſpirit of devo- 


tion, What? Is a prophane (wearer fit 
to 


popiſn maſs: 


God in vain, for 
the Lord will: not hold: hn 228 whe 
taketh bis Name in vain Is the whore« 


monger better qualified bas ſbalt not 
commit adultery. Iz. the covetous worlds 
lng, a man ſit to inſpire. his flock with the 
ſpirit of devotion? can he, with any coun- 
tenance; read, Thou ſbalt have no other. gods 
but me Or can the diſhoneſt, the un» 
juſt,” the oppreſſive man lead uſefully the 
prayer? — Ten ſhalt neither ſteal; nam cavet; 
Even the laborer, who had uſed to receive 
his coarſe food with thankſgivings, could 
not lift up his eyes to heaven, nar aſk the 
bleſſing, when he knew the food was 
brought home by the felonious hand. 
| Conſcious of his own. guilt, the attempt 
produced a flood of N r 
| * ſobbed; he owned his fin.” ——Bither 
can the proud and furious bigot, Who 
knows nothing of the ſpirit of benevolence, 
put up this petition, for the people to ſign 
and ſea) after him, From pride, g z 
from envy, hatred, and all uncharitableneſ: ; 
=— How can people have their devotions 
_ enlivened by an immoral, wicked mini/ter 
reading the forms of prayer? 80 far the 


deſign of the ſeriour addreſi to all 
ebriſttans, 


4 3 
chriſtians; &c. has my concurrense. And 
very little good can be expected, till greaten 
care is taken of the moral character of the 

miniſter. Amongſt the proteſtant-diſſent- 
ers, he ought to be a man of undiſſembled 
piety; he ſhould well underſtand the fdirit 
of prayer, who is to be the mouth of the 
eople in their religious ſupplications,— 
hat will the ſoft cadence, the 8 
numbers, the ſmooth period, the gracefu 
geſture avall If I can ſuppoſe the man, {6 
praying, e enemy of God and goodneſs ? 
And if theſe accidents are pleaded ns 
of ſuch importance, to help, and helghten 
devotion; the want of any of them as what 
would be an imperfection i the conſequence 
would then be, that a voice, either un- 
mulleal, or ill-managed ; a careleſs geſture ; 
an unperſonable appearance, will ſpoil, as 
well an impoſed and preſcribed, as a free 
and conceived prayer, A wrong cadence 
an unjuſt emphaſis, a 70% ill-timed, would 
be able to diſturb and marr the mechanical 
devotion, Whereas, in point of elegance and 
ſublimity of ſtyle and expreſſion, in a public | 
liturgy, the devotion of ſome may be there- 
by raiſed, whilſt thut of others will be de- 
Pranks The ſafeſt way would certainly 
be, to attempt the ſtandard of 3 
* ſenſo 


ET 7 © 
ſenſe and of common underſtanding, in 3 


public liturgy 
the leaſt, recede from this principle, vis, 
1 that moral ſenſe, or moral ſentiment; is 
the life and ſoul of homage,” Bin 
Upon a review of the argument, do not 
you think, Garvs, that the Gentleman 
muſt own hie unt to aſſiſt devo- 
tion? Peay 084 Specimen, 
29. Here mi and pep are to- 
2 | 4 


0 The Father of an Infinite 7 
Un r thine honowable, true, and on- 
"ity Gon; 12 
Alfo, the Holy Ghoſt i the comforter. 
Thou art the King of Glory i © Chriſt, 


and at 5. 9. Wo worſhip thy name l ever, 
world without end,” 


N. J. This ſupreme ho | age is given 
to Chr iſt, K ” a a 


And yet, p. 31. * Minifter, Truly m 
ſoul La, opon God ; from him come 
my ſalvation,” 


What fort of ideas can be had in ſuch 
ſort of addreſs ? 3 it all one for * 
| 4 an 


And we ſhould never, in 


( 
and people to make the ſelf ſame E 
to Jeſus, that they do to God? | tu, | 


For, p. 32% The þ h tay, 65 0 come, 
let us worſhip, w down let us 


| kneel before. the Lord our maker, 


Miniſter, Almighty God, the father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, through whom we have 
acceſs by one ſpirit unto thee,” 

Naw, we worſhip Chriſt, as the King 
of Glory : we worſhip his name, ever 
world without end: we worſhip him as 
an infinite majeſty | anon, we worſhi 'the 
Almighty, the FATHER of Jeſus Chri the 
object. Is this the ſpirit of order ? ar, is it 
that of confuſion ?-— 

Did the Pacans batalogize, by . 
ing their Deities with ee 4 
I Kings xvili. 26. 


See p. 43. People, We deaech thee to 
hear us good Lord, | 


Miniſter, 0 God, our heavenly Father, we 
beſeech thee to hear I Re 


People. Graciouſly hear us, O father, gra- 
ciouſly hear us, 90 God, our r. heavenly fa- 


cher. WF + 
n Sometimes 


„ 1 8 
Sometimes the miniſter exborts the 
people in his prayer, and they make him 


an wer. 


ſliding: children, and I will heal your hack- 


People, Behold we come unto thee, for 
thou art the Lord our God.“ | 


here is another ill tendency in the con- 
_ verſation-forms, of, Lord have mercy upon 
us | Chriſt: have mercy upon us | The fami- 
liarity of the phraſeology is very apt to breed 
contempt ; and it becomes incorporate with 
the common language of the people. They 
are accuſtomed to theſe, and to an, O Lord 
and O Chriſt! upon every trifling occur- 
rence, —Theſe even diſtinguiſh a Clergy, 
verſed in the eſtabliſhed forms. Tleir 
ſpeech bewrayeth' them. * | 
The Gentleman however is, in his Letter, 
exceedingly reſpectful to the proteſtant- 
diſſenting intereſt : he would recommend 
Forms, as having a tendency to ſupport that 
Intereſt with reputation ; and take off not 
only the moſt popular, but perhaps the moſt- 
reaſonable objections to our way of worſhip.” 
He likewiſe declares himſelf of no party in 
1 D 2 religion. 


parts ſeem to be acted. 


ä . 
religion. I embrace him; but cannot be 
with him in his opinion of forms anſwer- 


ing his friendly intehtion. Under a civil 


eſtabliſhment of religion, they will gene- 
rally have forms, more or leſs; thougk 


 Nerth-Britain may be allowed an excep» 


tion. In proportion to the ſpread of ſtated 


forms will ordinarily be the formality of de- 


votion. Vet, if ſuch forms were at all 
conducive to the ſpirit of worſhip, they 
ſhould certainly be Fee from thoſe breaks, 
choppings, interchangings of voices, the 
dramatic appearance, in which diſtinct 
To an ob- 
ſerving eye, the PRIESsTH and people are 


kept at ſuch diſtance as will politically 


ſerve the ends of an aſpiring clergy. He, 
the prieſt, has a manifeſt elevation given 
him, much above the rank of worſhippers 


about him, 


See p. 26, Minifler. © Who is a God 
like uhto- thee, that pardoneth iniquity, 

and paſſeth by the tranſgreſſion of thine 
heritage? he retaineth not his anger for 


ever, becauſe he delighteth in mercy. 


People. Lo, this is our God, we have 


waited for him, and he will ſave us; 


this is the Lord, we have waited for 


| him, 


* 


( a9 ) 
him, 2 in 
ſalvation,” 


28. Monifter. For the Lord. is hs 
| God, and « great King above all go. g 


Peop k. He is our God: and we are the 
= TIN 15 


and. 4 


p. 32. Minifter Truſt in him at all times 
2 1 and pour out n hearts before 


People. 0 come, let us m * how 
down, let us kneel before the L our 
maker. 


| A public heding 3 in Ain ad ——_ 4 
to be both uſeful and neceſſary to a 
—_ But by no means can we allow 
that the natural paſſion of Entbufiaſm ſhould 
be reduced to one ſpecies, and brought 
under one modification. And yet, whilſt 
men indulge the fire and ſpirit of devotion, 
there will be light, they will pray with un- 
derſtanding. The prayer will be with pro- 
priety, with method, and decency. The 
prayer is a divine meditation on God and 
our concern with him: wherein * 
ome 


prayer, contidered; either as ſocial, or pri- 


(40 ) 
vine! ſurvey: of :theſt? obligations which 
truth and mercy lay upon us to an habitual 
active piety and virtue. So it is, that in 
the contemplation of. Kis. perfeclions, we 
inculeate on: our own ſpirits a reverence of 
the Majeſty we adore! and bind down the 
holy reſolution of devbtedneſs tbſhis rar: 
becauſe it is a principle that beſt guards the 
ſoul againſt the evil influence of tempta- 
tion; and incites to the ſuppreſſion of all 
irregular deſires or averſions. A princi- 


ple, which is found, of all others, the moſt 


uſeful to man; becauſe it operates as well 
in darkneſs, as in the light; as well when 
unobſerved by the dan den a a8. in the: 
view!of the world. 291 

Prayer thus diodes a centers — 
vice, a off expreſſion of our morality : 
inaſmuch as all ſocial virtue will have its 
being and energy in the ſincerity and life 
of our devotions: e. g. the re igious fear 
of God, corrects that fear of man which 
bringeth a ſnare. A religious love of God, 
as it is fu Yreme, moderates and keeps in 
decorum e paſſion to other objects. And 
the exerciſes of hope and joy in him, re- 
concile to the unavoidable evils and infir- 
mities of this mortal condition of man.— 


One might greatly enlarge on the duty of 


vate. 


W 


VVV 
vate. But whilſt we are debating the forms, 008 
the duty is taken for granted. And Ihave |} 
neither inclination, nor room to ſay more 
on the duty. UE TE . | 
* _ Theſe remarks, my eſteemed Gaivs, 
are wrote off with freedom, and put down. 
in the order they had birth given them. 
And however they may have weight, or 
appear trifling in the eye of the unknown 
Author of the Specimen, they kiſs his hand, 
as they are the offspring of benevolence, 
conceived by a love of truth, and now caſt 
under the eye and upon the hand of the 
public : and left, either to be nouriſhed, 
or expoſed, as ſhall ſeem tnoſt meet to its - 
wiſdom and judgment. 3 


- But, with a well eſtabliſhed confidence 
in your CANDOUR, they give you the firſt 


falutation, as they are the ſentiments, f 6 
Nour devoted | : AF 
| | Os } 5 


TukorhliL us. 
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